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1 . 0   INTRODUCTION  AND  PURPOSE 

This  Community  Relations  Plan  (CRP)  has  been  developed  to 
provide  the  public,  particularly  the  residents  of  the  Lincoln  area, 
an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  Remedial  Investigation/ 
Feasibility  Study  (RI/FS)  and  remedy  selection  processes  at  the 
Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  (UBMC) .  This  CRP  is  consistent  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Montana  Comprehensive  Environmental  Cleanup 
and  Responsibility  Act  (CECRA)  and  provides  for  more  than  the 
minimum  requirements  for  public  participation  specified  in 
§  75-10-713,  MCA,  of  CECRA.  Described  below  are  the  elements  of 
the  UBMC  CRP  intended  to  ensure  proper  public  participation  during 
the  RI/FS  and  remedy  selection  processes.  If  it  becomes  apparent 
that  additional  public  participation  is  necessary  MDHES  may 
implement  further  public  participation  as  needed.  The  Montana 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  (MDHES)  has 
responsibility  for  implementing  this  CRP. 

2.0   SITE  BACKGROUND 
2  . 1   LOCATION 

The  UBMC,  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Heddleston  Mining 
District,  is  located  northeast  of  Lincoln,  Montana,  in  Lewis  and 
Clark  County  (Sections  19,  20,  21,  22,  27,  28,  29,  T15N,  R6W)  . 
The  UBMC  consists  of  at  least  six  distinct  mine  sites  and  a 
tailings  impoundment  (known  as  the  Mike  Horse  Tailings  Dam  and 
Reservoir)  on  Beartrap  Creek,  one  of  the  headwater  tributaries  of 
the  Blackfoot  River  (figure  1)  .   The  six  mine  sites  include  the 


Mike  Horse,  Anaconda,  Mary  P.,  Edith,  Carbonate  and  Paymaster 
mines .  The  UBMC  encompasses  numerous  patented  mining  claims  and 
on  lands  managed  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Helena  National  Forest 
District . 

2.2   HISTORY 

Silver,  lead,  and  zinc  bearing  ore  was  discovered  at  the  UBMC 
in  the  late  1800s.  Development  of  the  ore  began  in  1898. 
Miscellaneous  gold  veins  were  mined  between  1889  and  1918.  Most 
ore  in  the  district  required  milling,  and  high  transportation  costs 
made  most  mining  uneconomical.  In  1919,  a  250- ton-per-day 
flotation  mill  was  built  at  the  Mike  Horse  Mine  for  milling  ores 
from  this  property. 

Sporadic  production  occurred  throughout  the  various  locations 
in  the  UBMC  between  1900  and  1945,  particularly  during  the  1920s 
and  the  World  War  II  era.  ASARCO,  Incorporated  (ASARCO)  owned  and 
operated  the  Mike  Horse  Mine  from  1945  to  1952.  The  Anaconda 
Company  controlled  the  mining  claims  now  referred  to  as  the  UBMC 
from  approximately  19  64  to  1981.  ASARCO  is  the  current  owner  of 
the  mining  claims.  The  Atlantic  Richfield  Company  (ARCO)  is  the 
successor  in  interest  to  and  has  assumed  the  liabilities  incurred 
by  the  Anaconda  Company. 

Exploration  in  recent  years  has  focused  on  developing  a  low- 
grade,  high- tonnage,  copper  molybdenum  porphyry  deposit  located  on 
the  property.  The  UBMC  is  currently  inactive,  with  the  exception 
of  annual  assessment  work  required  to  maintain  the  unpatented 


mining  claims  and  small-scale  mining  upstream  of  the  Mike  Horse 
Tailings  Dam  and  Reservoir.  The  small-scale  mining  claims  are 
outside  the  current  boundaries  of  the  UBMC. 

Waste  rock,  ore  stockpiles  and  mill  tailings  were  left  at 
various  locations  in  and  near  the  mine  sites.  Some  of  these  mine 
waste  piles  are  situated  in  or  near  the  upper  Blackfoot  River  or 
its  tributaries.  Acid  mine  drainage  from  adits  and  potential  metal 
migration  from  various  mine  workings  have  resulted  in  contamination 
of  surface  waters  and  soils  at  the  site.  Mine  drainage  from  adits 
at  the  Mike  Horse  and  Anaconda  mines  flows  into  Mike  Horse  Creek 
and  the  Blackfoot  River,  respectively.  Mine  drainage  from  an  adit 
on  Paymaster  Creek  flows  into  Paymaster  Creek,  a  tributary  of  the 
Blackfoot  River. 

The  Mike  Horse  Tailings  Dam  breached  in  1975.  As  a  result, 
tailings  and  sediment  washed  down  into  the  Blackfoot  River.  The 
dam  was  reconstructed  the  same  year. 

Several  studies  of  portions  of  the  UBMC  have  been  conducted  by 
various  state  agencies  and  individuals.  Sampling  results  from 
previous  studies,  that  have  not  yet  been  validated,  indicate  that 
low  pH  and  elevated  levels  of  arsenic,  cadmium,  copper,  lead,  zinc, 
iron  and  manganese  are  present  in  on-site  surface  waters  and/or 
soils.  Arsenic,  cadmiiim  and  lead  are  of  particular  concern  because 
of  possible  human  health  effects;  copper  and  zinc  tend  to  be 
particularly  damaging  to  fish  populations.  Heavy  metal 
contamination  may  be  affecting  fisheries  downstream  from  the  site. 
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2.3   CECRA  REGULATORY  HISTORY 

The  1991  Montana  Legislature  transferred  jurisdiction  of  the 
UBMC  from  the  Montana  Department  of  State  Lands  to  MDHES  via  House 
Bill  8.  Within  MDHES,  the  CECRA  Program  in  the  Solid  and  Hazardous 
Waste  Bureau  Superfund  Section  is  addressing  the  UBMC.  In  June 
1991  MDHES  notified  ARCO  and  ASARCO  that  they  are  Potentially- 
Liable  Persons  (PLPs)  for  the  UBMC.  In  February  1992  MDHES  began 
negotiations  with  PLPs  on  a  consent  order  and  work  plan  to  conduct 
a  remedial  investigation  and  feasibility  study  (RI/FS)  at  the  UBMC. 
Negotiations  on  an  RI/FS  consent  order  concluded  in  July  1992. 
MDHES  and  ASARCO  and  ARCO  were  unable  to  reach  agreement  on  a 
consent  order;  therefore,  a  unilateral  order  will  be  issued  to  PLPs 
to  conduct  RI/FS  activities. 

The  purposes  of  the  RI/FS  are  to:  1)  determine  the  nature 
and  extent  of  hazardous  substance  contamination;  2)  assess  the 
human  health  and  ecological  risks  associated  with  that 
contamination;  and  3)  develop  remedy  alternatives  for  the  site. 
Most  of  the  RI/FS  activities  will  be  conducted  by  ASARCO  and  ARCO 
under  MDHES  oversight.  ASARCO  and  ARCO  have  conducted  limited 
surface  water  sampling  to  date;  they  will  conduct  the  majority  of 
RI  sampling  activities  in  September  1992. 

3 . 0   COMMUNITY  RELATIONS  PLAN 

Section  3.1  of  this  CRP  discusses  the  locations  where 
information  about  the  site  can  be  obtained  and  provides  a  list  of 
currently  available   reports   and  anticipated  future   reports. 


Section  3.2  describes  the  formal  public  notice  and  comment  process. 
Section  3.3  discusses  public  meetings.  Section  3.4  discusses  the 
MDHES  hotline.  Section  3.5  discusses  other  potential  community- 
relations  activities. 

The  community  and  the  RI/FS  and  remedy  selection  processes 
are  best  served  by  an  open  exchange  of  information,  concerns  and 
ideas.  The  public  should  be  kept  informed  during  the  RI/FS  and  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  become  involved  in  the  selection  of  a 
remedy.  Throughout  the  RI/FS  process  the  public  will  be  kept 
informed  and  will  be  encouraged  to  participate  in  the  process. 

3.1   INFORMATION  REPOSITORIES  AND  REPORTS 

3.1.1      Administrative  Record  and  Information  Repositories 

MDHES  will  establish  an  Administrative  Record  and  a  site  file 
for  the  UBMC.  Both  the  Administrative  Record  and  the  site  file 
will  contain  documents  relating  to  the  RI/FS  project.  The 
Administrative  Record  contains  the  correspondence  and  documents 
that  provide  the  basis  for  the  selection  of  remedial  actions  at 
the  UBMC.  In  addition  to  the  major  documents  listed  in  Section 
3.1.2,  the  Administrative  Record  will  contain  correspondence 
between  MDHES,  ARCO,  and  ASARCO  relating  to  implementation  of  the 
RI/FS.  The  site  file  will  contain  all  the  information  in  the  UBMC 
Administrative  Record  along  with  other  UBMC 
information/correspondence  not  related  to  remedial  action 
decisions . 

The  official  copy  of  the  Administrative  Record  as  well  as  the 


c 
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site  file  are  available  for  public  review  at  the  following  address: 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Superfund  Program 
Steamboat  Block,  Room  302 
616  Helena  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  449-4067 

Additionally,   copies   of   all   major  technical   and   legal 

documents  contained  in  the  Administrative  Record  will  be  provided 

to  the  local  information  repositories  which  have  been  established 

at  the  following  locations: 

Library  Hours : 

Lincoln  Community  Library  Fri . ,  Sat.,  Sun.  -  closed 

Highway  2  00  Monday  -  4:30  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m. 

P.O.  Box  309  Tuesday  -  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Lincoln,  MT    59639  Wednesday  -  1:30  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m. 

(406)  362-4300  Thursday  -  9:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Library  Hours : 

Montana  State  Library  Saturday  &  Sunday  -  closed 

1515  East  Sixth  Avenue  Mon.-Fri.  -  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  444-3004 

The  Montana  State  Library  system  maintains  an  interlibrary 

loan  system  for  statewide  requests.  Requests  for  interlibrary  loan 

can  be  handled  through  any  Montana  public  library. 


3.1.2      Reports 

The  following  reports  that  describe  the  RI/FS  activities  to 

be   conducted   are   currently   available   for   review   in   the 

Administrative  Record  and  the  information  repositories: 

Final  Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility  Study  Work  Plan  (RI/FS  Work 
Plan) ,  ASARCO  and  ARCO,  July  1992 
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Final  Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Phase  I 
Sampling  and  Analysis  Plan  (SAP) ,  ASARCO  and  ARCO,  July 
1992 

Final  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Health  and  Safety 
Plan  (HSP) ,  ASARCO  and  ARCO,  July  1992 

Final  Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Quality 
Assurance  Project  Plan  (QAPP)  ,  ASARCO  and  ARCO,  July  1992 

Final  Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Standard 
Operating  Procedures  (SOP) ,  ASARCO  and  ARCO,  July  1992 

Final  Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Laboratory 
Analytical  Protocol  (LAP) ,  ASARCO  and  ARCO,  July  1992 

Final  Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Data 
Validation  and  Data  Management  Plan  (DVDMP) ,  ASARCO  and 
ARCO,  July  1992 

Final  Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Pilot  Data 
Report  (PDR) ,  ASARCO  and  ARCO,  July  1992 

Draft  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  Community  Relations 
Plan  (CRP) ,  MDHES,  July  1992 

MDHES  anticipates  that  the  following  reports  will  be  prepared 

and  placed  in  the  Administrative  Record  and  the  information 

repositories  (Items  marked  with  MDHES  will  be  authored  by  MDHES; 

all   other   items   will   be   authored  by  ASARCO   and  ARCO   and 

reviewed/approved  by  MDHES) : 

Final  Historical  Data  Summary  Report 

Final  Protected  Resources  and  Facility  History  Report 

Final  Phase  I  Data  Summary  Report 

Final  Phase  II  Sampling  and  Analysis  Plan 

Final  Phase  II  Data  Summary  Report 

Final  Draft  RI  Report 

Draft  Public  Health  and  Ecological  Risk  Assessments 
(MDHES) 


Final  Public  Health  and  Ecological  Risk  Assessments 
(MDHES) 

Final  RI  Report 

Final  Alternatives  Screening  Document 

Final  Treatability  Study  Work  Plan 

Final  Treatability  Study  Report 

Final  Draft  FS  Report  which  includes  the  draft 
Environmental  Requirements,  Criteria,  and  Limitations 
(ERCLs)  Analysis  conducted  by  MDHES 

Final  FS  Report 

Draft  Determination  of  Remedy  (MDHES) 

Final  Determination  of  Remedy  (MDHES) 

3.2   PUBLIC  NOTICE  AND  COMMENT  PERIODS 
3.2.1      Formal  notice  and  connnent  periods 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  submit  written  comments  on  each 
of  the  documents  for  which  a  formal  comment  period  is  provided. 
Oral  comments  may  be  presented  at  the  public  meetings  described  in 
Section  3.3.  At  a  minimum,  a  thirty  (30) -day  public  comment  period 
will  follow  the  releases  of  any  documents  that  are  subject  of  a 
formal  comment  period  as  listed  below. 

A  formal  3  0 -day  comment  period  will  be  held  on  all  the 
currently  available  RI/FS  planning  documents  listed  in  Section 
3.1.2.  The  comment  period  will  begin  July  27,  19  92,  and  end  at 
5:00  p.m.  August  25,  1992.  This  comment  period  will  be  advertised 
through  a  press  release  (Attachment  A)  and  through  legal 
advertisements  (Attachment  B)  that  will  be  in  the  July  26  edition 
of  the  Great  Falls  Tribune,  the  Helena  Independent  Record,  and  the 
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Missoulian.  and  in  the  July  23  edition  of  the  Blackfoot  Valley 
Dispatch. 

A  formal  comment  period  will  be  held  for  the  following 
documents  when  they  are  completed: 
Final  Draft  RI  Report 

°    Draft  Public  Health  and  Ecological  Risk  Assessments 

°  Final  Draft   FS  Report  which  includes  MDHES '   draft 

Environmental  Requirements,  Criteria,  and  Limitations 
(ERCLs)  Analysis 

°  Draft  Determination  of  Remedy  (MDHES) 

During  the  formal  comment  period  on  the  Draft  Final 
Determination  of  Remedy,  comments  will  also  be  accepted  on  the 
contents  of  the  Administrative  Record. 

All  formal  comment  periods  will  be  advertised  in  legal 
advertisements  in  the  Great  Falls  Tribune,  the  Helena  Independent 
Record,  and  the  Missoulian  Sunday  edition  preceding  the  beginning 
of  the  30 -day  public  comment  period  and  in  the  Blackfoot  Valley 
Dispatch  Thursday  edition  preceding  the  beginning  of  the  30 -day 
public  comment  period. 

MDHES  will  review  and  consider  all  relevant  comments  which 
are  timely  and  properly  submitted  during  the  formal  public  comment 
periods,  including  any  oral  comments  properly  presented  at  public 
meetings  held  during  the  comment  period.  MDHES  will  prepare  and 
make  available  to  the  public  a  responsiveness  summary  evidencing 
MDHES'  consideration  of  comments.  Notice  will  be  provided  of  the 
availability  of  the  responsiveness  summary  to  individuals/groups 
on  the  UBMC  mailing  list.   All  formal  written  comments,  as  well  as 


any  informal  questions  or  comments  at  any  stage  of  the  process, 

should  be  directed  to: 

Ms.  Judy  Reese 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Superfund  Program 
Steamboat  Block,  Room  302 
616  Helena  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  449-4067 

3.2.2      Mailing  List 

MDHES  will  compile  and  maintain  a  UBMC  mailing  list.   MDHES 

will  update  the  mailing  list  as  interested  parties  indicate  their 

desire  to  be  included  on  or  deleted  from  the  mailing  list.   The 

UBMC  mailing  list  will  include  local  government  entities,  community 

leaders,  interested  community  groups,  local  newspapers  and  other 

groups  and  individuals  who  have  expressed  interest  in  the  site. 

Anyone  interested  in  being  added  to  the  mailing  list  should  call 

or  write: 

Ms.  Judy  Reese 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Superfund  Program 
Steamboat  Block,  Room  302 
616  Helena  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  449-4067 

The  individuals/groups  on  the  UBMC  mailing  list  will  be 
notified  of  the  availability  of  all  the  documents  that  have  a 
formal  comment  period  (refer  to  Section  3.2.1)  and  any  public 
meetings.  The  notice  will  contain  a  brief  analysis  of  the  report, 
and  will  inform  the  parties  where  they  can  review  a  copy  of  the 
document,  and  how  they  can  provide  their  comments  to  MDHES.   Each 

10 


of  the  reports  will  thereafter  be  available  for  public  review  in 
the  two  designated  information  repositories  and  in  the 
Administrative  Record  in  Helena.  A  sample  of  a  notice  to 
individuals /groups  on  the  mailing  list  is  contained  in  Attachment 
C.  The  individuals/groups  on  the  UBMC  mailing  list  will  be 
informed  of  the  establishment  of  the  Administrative  Record  and  the 
information  repositories. 

3.3   PUBLIC  MEETINGS 

Public  meetings  will  be  held  in  Lincoln  to  keep  the  public 
infoinned,  to  present  major  milestone  documents  as  they  become 
available,  and  to  receive  public  input  on  site  activities.  All 
public  meetings  will  be  advertised  via  public  notice  and  press 
releases  as  indicated  in  Section  3.2.1.  In  addition,  public 
meeting  notices  will  also  be  posted  at  the  Lincoln  Community  Hall 
and  Library,  and  groups /individuals  on  the  site  mailing  list  will 
be  notified  of  the  meeting.  When  a  public  meeting  is  held  to 
obtain  oral  comment  during  a  formal  comment  period,  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  will  be  recorded  and  maintained  by  MDHES  and  the 
meeting  will  be  held  during  the  public  comment  period.  In  no  event 
will  a  public  meeting  to  obtain  oral  comment  be  held  sooner  than 
ten  (10)  days  after  the  document  has  become  available  for  public 
review  in  the  Administrative  Record  and  the  information 
repositories. 

3.3.1     Scheduled  Public  Meetings 

11 


On  August  4,  1992  MDHES  will  hold  a  public  meeting  to  explain 
the  RI/FS  planning  documents.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Lincoln  Community  Hall  at  7:00  p.m.  Representatives  from  ASARCO 
and  ARCO  will  summarize  their  proposed  1992  field  activities  and 
comprehensive  RI/FS  plan.  Members  of  the  public  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  ask  questions  and  voice  concerns  at  this  meeting. 
This  meeting  is  informational  only;  a  second  meeting  will  be  held 
on  August  19,  1992  to  obtain  formal  oral  comments  on  the  RI/FS 
planning  documents.  This  meeting  will  also  be  held  at  the  Lincoln 
Community  Hall  at  7:00  p.m.  Oral  comments  will  be  recorded  at  the 
August  19  meeting  and  MDHES  will  provide  a  responsiveness  summary 
to  these  comments  as  indicated  in  Section  3.2.1. 

3.3.2      Future  Meetings 

It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  at  least  three  additional 
public  meetings.  The  first  meeting  will  be  held  to  present  the 
results  contained  in  the  final  draft  RI  Report  and  health  and 
ecological  risk  assessments  and  to  obtain  oral  comments  on  those 
documents.  The  second  meeting  will  be  held  to  present  the  findings 
of  the  Final  Draft  FS  and  to  obtain  oral  comment  on  the  Final  Draft 
FS  Report. 

After  a  preferred  remedy  has  been  selected  by  MDHES,  a  Draft 
Determination  of  Remedy  (DOR)  will  be  prepared.  The  third  meeting 
will  be  held  to  present  the  DOR  and  obtain  public  comment  on  the 
DOR.  If  there  are  significant  changes  to  the  Draft  DOR  in  response 
to  public  comment,  the  public  will  be  informed  and  additional 
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public  meetings  may  be  held. 

3.4  MDHES  HOTLINE 

MDHES  maintains  a  toll-free  hotline  to  provide  to  give  the 
public  a  clearinghouse  for  their  questions,  comments,  and  concerns 
and  activities  at  the  UBMC  and  other  Superfund  sites.  The  toll- 
free  number  will  be  included  on  all  press  releases,  posters,  and 
other  public  notice  documents.  The  toll-free  number  is  1-800-648- 
8465. 

3.5  OTHER  COMMUNITY  RELATIONS  ACTIVITIES 

MDHES  may  conduct  other  community  relations  activities  for 
the  UBMC  in  addition  to  those  specified  in  this  CRP .  The  extent 
of  additional  activity  will  be  determined  in  part  by  the  degree  of 
concern  about  UBMC  activities  demonstrated  by  the  public  and  the 
extent  to  which  additional  community  relations  activities  will 
minimize  or  reduce  the  human  health  and  ecological  risks  posed  by 
the  UBMC.  Additional  activities  may  include  distributing  fact 
sheets  and  newsletters;  issuing  public  service  announcements;  and 
meetings  with  community  groups. 
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ATTACHMENT  A 


SAMPLE  PRESS  RELEASE 


( 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  --  July  22,  1992 

WORK  PLAN  FOR  UPPER  BLACKFOOT  MINING  COMPLEX  FACILITY  PROPOSED; 
PUBLIC  COMMENTS  SOLICITED 

HELENA  --  The  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  (MDHES)  will  hold  a  public  comment  period  and  public 
meetings  on  a  proposed  work  plan  for  the  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining 
Complex  site.  The  proposed  work  plan  provides  for  an  investigation 
of  the  site  to  be  conducted  under  the  Montana  Comprehensive 
Environmental  Cleanup  and  Responsibility  Act  (CECRA)  .  The  proposed 
work  plan  was  developed  by  ASARCO  Incorporated  (ASARCO)  and  the 
Atlantic  Richfield  Company  (ARCO)  with  MDHES  input  during 
negotiations  on  a  consent  order;  however,  the  consent  order 
negotiations  were  unsuccessful.  Thus,  MDHES  will  issue  a 
unilateral  order  to  implement  the  necessary  work  at  the  site. 
MDHES  requests  public  comment  on  the  proposed  work  plan  to  assist 
it  in  its  development  of  the  unilateral  order. 

Most  of  the  investigation  will  be  conducted  by  ASARCO  and  ARCO 
with  MDHES  oversight.  The  investigation  will  consist  of  a 
determination  of  the  type  and  extent  of  contamination  at  the  site, 
an  evaluation  of  health  and  ecological  risks  posed  by  the 
contamination,  and  the  development  and  evaluation  of  alternatives 
for  remedying  contamination.  MDHES  will  be  responsible  for 
determining  health  and  ecological  risks  posed  by  the  site. 

An  informal  public  meeting  to  discuss  the  upcoming 
investigations  will  be  held  Tuesday,  August  4th  at  the  Lincoln 
Community  Hall  at  7:00  P.M.  A  public  hearing  to  obtain  oral  public 
comment  will  be  held  Wednesday,  August  19  th  at  the  Lincoln 
Community  Hall  at  7:00  P.M. 

The  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex,  located  in  the  headwaters 
region  of  the  Blackfoot  River  east  of  Lincoln,  Montana,  consists 
of  at  least  six  historic  mine  sites  and  a  tailings  impoundment. 
Mining  and  milling  activities  occurred  sporadically  at  the  site 
from  the  late  1800s  through  the  early  1980s.  Acid  mine  drainage 
from  adits  and  potential  metal  migration  from  various  mine  workings 
have  resulted  in  heavy  metals  contamination  of  surface  waters  and 
soils  at  the  site. 


The  public  comment  period  on  the  proposed  work  plan  will  begin 
July  27,  1992  and  will  extend  through  August  25,  1992.  Comments 
must  be  received  by  MDHES  by  5:00  P.M.  August  25,  1992  and  should 
be  addressed  to  Project  Manager  Judy  Reese,  Montana  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  616  Helena  Ave.,  Room  302, 
Helena,  MT  59620. 

Copies  of  the  proposed  work  plan  can  be  reviewed  at  the 
Lincoln  Community  Library,  the  Montana  State  Library  in  Helena,  or 
the  MDHES  Superfund  Section  Office  in  Helena.  Anyone  interested 
in  more  information  about  the  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  is 
encouraged  to  attend  the  August  4th  and/or  August  19th  public 
meetings  or  call  the  MDHES  Superfund/CECRA  hotline  at  1-800-648- 
8465  in  Helena. 
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For  more  information,  call  Judy  Reese  or  Carol  Fox  at  the  above 
toll-free  number. 

If  possible  please  also  use  for  community  calendars  and  public 
service  announcements. 
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SAMPLE  LEGAL  ADVERTISEMENT 
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LEGAL  ADVERTISEMENT 

PUBLIC  NOTICE 

The  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
(MDHES)  hereby  gives  notice  of  a  3  0 -day  public  comment  period  on 
a  proposed  work  plan  for  the  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex 
Remedial  Investigation/Feasibility  Study.  The  30-day  public 
comment  period  will  begin  on  July  27,  1992  and  end  at  5:00  P.M. 
August  25,  1992. 

An  informal  public  meeting  to  discuss  the  remedial 
investigation/feasibility  study  documents  will  be  held  at  the 
Lincoln  Community  Hall  (Hwy  200)  on  Tuesday,  August  4,  1992,  at 
7:00  P.M.  A  formal  public  hearing  to  obtain  oral  public  comment 
on  the  documents  will  be  held  at  the  Lincoln  Community  Hall  on 
Wednesday,  August  19,  1992,  at  7:00  P.M. 

Copies  of  the  remedial  investigation/feasibility  study 
documents  are  available  at  the  Community  Library  in  Lincoln  (Hwy 
200) ,  at  the  Montana  State  Library  in  Helena  (1515  East  Sixth  Ave) , 
and  at  the  MDHES  Superfund  Section  Office  in  Helena  (616  Helena 
Ave,  Room  3  02) . 

Comments  must  be  received  by  MDHES  by  5:00  P.M.  August  25, 
1992  and  should  be  addressed  to  the  Judy  Reese,  MDHES,  616  Helena 
Ave.,  Room  302,  Helena,  MT   59620. 
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SAMPLE  LETTER  TO  INTERESTED  PARTIES 
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LETTER  TO  INTERESTED  PARTIES  OF 
SUPERFUND  ACTIVITIES  ON  THE  BLACKFOOT  RIVER 

The  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
(MDHES)  will  hold  a  public  comment  period  and  public  meetings  on 
a  proposed  work  plan  for  the  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  site. 
The  proposed  work  plan  provides  for  a  detailed  investigation  of  the 
site  to  be  conducted  under  the  Montana  Comprehensive  Environmental 
Cleanup  and  Responsibility  Act  (CECRA)  .  The  proposed  work  plan  was 
developed  by  ASARCO  Incorporated  (ASARCO)  and  the  Atlantic 
Richfield  Company  (ARCO)  with  MDHES  input  during  negotiations  on 
a  consent  order;  however,  the  consent  order  negotiations  were 
unsuccessful.  Thus,  MDHES  will  issue  a  unilateral  order  to 
implement  the  necessary  work  at  the  site.  MDHES  requests  public 
comment  on  the  proposed  work  plan  to  assist  it  in  its  development 
of  the  unilateral  order. 

Most  of  the  investigation  will  be  conducted  by  ASARCO  and 
ARCO  with  MDHES  oversight.  The  investigation  will  consist  of  a 
determination  of  the  type  and  extent  of  contamination  at  the  site, 
an  evaluation  of  health  and  ecological  risks  posed  by  the 
contamination,  and  the  development  and  evaluation  of  alternatives 
for  remedying  contamination.  MDHES  will  be  responsible  for 
determining  health  and  ecological  risks  posed  by  the  site. 

An  informal  public  meeting  to  discuss  the  upcoming 
investigations  will  be  held  Tuesday,  August  4th  at  the  Lincoln 
Community  Hall  at  7:00  P.M.  A  formal  public  hearing  to  obtain  oral 
public  comment  will  be  held  Wednesday,  August  19th  at  the  Lincoln 
Community  Hall  at  7:00  P.M. 

The  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex,  located  in  the  headwaters 
region  of  the  Blackfoot  River  east  of  Lincoln,  Montana,  consists 
of  at  least  six  historic  mine  sites  and  a  tailings  impoundment. 
Mining  and  milling  activities  occurred  sporadically  at  the  site 
from  the  late  1800s  through  the  early  1980s.  Acid  mine  drainage 
from  adits  and  potential  metal  migration  from  various  mine  workings 
have  resulted  in  heavy  metals  contamination  of  surface  waters  and 
soils  at  the  site. 

The  public  comment  period  on  the  proposed  work  plan  will  begin 
July  27,  1992  and  will  extend  through  August  25,  1992.  Comments 
must  be  received  by  MDHES  by  5:00  P.M.  August  25,  1992  and  should 
be  addressed  to  Project  Manager  Judy  Reese,  Montana  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  616  Helena  Ave.,  Room  302, 
Helena,  MT  59620. 

Copies  of  the  proposed  work  plan  can  be  reviewed  at  the 
Lincoln  Community  Library,  the  Montana  State  Library  in  Helena,  or 
the  MDHES  Superfund  Section  Office  in  Helena.  Anyone  interested 
in  more  information  about  the  Upper  Blackfoot  Mining  Complex  is 
encouraged  to  attend  the  August  4th  and/or  August  19th  public 
meetings  or  call  the  MDHES  Superfund  hotline  at  1-800-648-8465  in 
Helena. 
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